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Our members once again showed what a committed community can do. Thank you to 
Edwina Jaramillo and the entire team of volunteers who worked on Vote411 and the vot-
er information and printed guides for this election.  It was an enormous amount of work 
in the face of a difficult software program. Thank you all!

Janet Blair, our Communications chair, has been able to reach out and get a couple of in-
terviews for us where, in addition to talking about the Voter Guides, I was able to discuss 
our redistricting work on KNME and our upcoming Advocacy Workshop on KKOB. 

The LWVNM Education Fund has been awarded a large grant for voting and election 
activities as well as organizational support.

Congratulations go to our Voting & Elections Director, Felicia Orth, who was presented 
recently with the Public Lawyer of the Year Award at the Roundhouse for her long and 
distinguished career in public law.

The state Leagues of Arizona, Utah, Colorado and New Mexico are talking about how to 
share resources for the upcoming election work in an informal ILO (Interleague Organi-
zation).  A continual problem for the western Leagues is that the photos and graphics we 
get from LWVUS do not reflect our states.  We all have PSAs and graphics that we could 
share with our neighbors as well as strategies and other resources.

I am thrilled to announce that Meredith 
Machen has volunteered to lead the Unite & 
Rise initiative in New Mexico.  Thank you, 
Meredith!  If you’re interested in becom-
ing involved, email Meredith at projects@
lwvnm.org.

Please join us for the Legislative Reception 
and League Day at the Legislature on Janu-
ary 29 and 30.  It’s a great time to get together 
with League members from across the state, 
visit your representatives, and watch our 
League advocates in action.  Details of hotels 
and lunch suggestions will be coming soon.
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Help Wanted

Membership Director: Help LWVNM grow! Welcome new members-at-large, keep the roster current, and 
share brief updates with the Board.  A great role for someone organized and friendly.

Voter Services Chair: Help shape LWVNM’s statewide Vote411 and Voter Guides by coordinating candidate 
info and supporting local Leagues.  This is a good opportunity for someone organized and collaborative who 
wants to make a real difference for voters.

Website Content Manager: Gather events, news, legislative updates, and calendar items by coordinating with 
committee chairs and local Leagues, then send the information to our web contractor for posting.  A low-tech, 
high-impact role for someone organized and reliable.

Texting Outreach Coordinator: Help LWVNM send timely action alerts to members through our texting plat-
form.  Work with advocacy leaders to keep supporters informed and engaged. Clear, reliable communicators 
encouraged to apply!

For more information or to volunteer, please write to president@lwvnm.org
 

mailto:president@lwvnm.org
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Please make it a point to visit our 
state Facebook page to like and 

share our posts. 

LEAGUE DAYS AT THE LEGISLATURE January 29 and 30LEAGUE DAYS AT THE LEGISLATURE January 29 and 30

Members will receive a Constant Contact with more details including information on nearby Members will receive a Constant Contact with more details including information on nearby 
hotels and lunch optionshotels and lunch options

Thursday, January 29, 2026Thursday, January 29, 2026

LWVNM Legislative Reception – 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.LWVNM Legislative Reception – 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Santa Fe Room, La Fonda Hotel. 100 East San Francisco Street, Santa FeSanta Fe Room, La Fonda Hotel. 100 East San Francisco Street, Santa Fe

Speaker: Laura Paskus Speaker: Laura Paskus 
Water Issues in New MexicoWater Issues in New Mexico

Friday, January 30, 2026Friday, January 30, 2026

8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 	 Informational tables in the East Hall of History – State Capitol 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 	 Informational tables in the East Hall of History – State Capitol 

10 to noon 		  Program at New Mexico State Land Office 310 Old Santa Fe Trail 10 to noon 		  Program at New Mexico State Land Office 310 Old Santa Fe Trail 
			   Just down the street from the Roundhouse 			   Just down the street from the Roundhouse 

10:00 -10:30 	 Orientation to League Day 10:00 -10:30 	 Orientation to League Day 

10:30 – 11:15 	 Richard Anklam – President & Executive Director – NM Tax Research 	10:30 – 11:15 	 Richard Anklam – President & Executive Director – NM Tax Research 	
			   Institute 			   Institute 
			  			   Budget and Tax issues in the 2026 session  Budget and Tax issues in the 2026 session  

11:15 – noon 	 Kristina Fisher, Associate Director, Think New Mexico11:15 – noon 	 Kristina Fisher, Associate Director, Think New Mexico
			  			   Interstate Health Care CompactsInterstate Health Care Compacts

12 - 1 pm 		  Lunch on your own12 - 1 pm 		  Lunch on your own
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Quilt Project for Fair Redistricting 

As part of our statewide public-education work on fair redistricting, we are launching a quilting-based civic en-
gagement project designed to reach communities through art, storytelling, and local partnerships.

In January 2026, we will issue a Quilting Challenge to every quilting guild in New Mexico, inviting quilters to 
create and submit a 48-inch quilt (e.g., 24”x24”) within ten weeks.  All entries will be showcased in an online 
gallery, and participants will be encouraged to donate their quilts to support the project.

These quilts will form a Traveling Quilt Exhibition, displayed in senior centers, community centers, libraries, and 
other public spaces across the state. At the end of the tour, the quilts will be offered through an online auction 
platform.

If funding allows, we will also establish scholarships for high school students who submit essays on fair redis-
tricting; selected students may read their essays as part of the traveling show.

Timeline
	 • January 2026: Finalize and release the Quilting Challenge (10-week deadline).
	 • February 2026: Announce student scholarship opportunity.
	 • Late March 2026: Begin preparing the online gallery and exhibition logistics.
	 • April 2026: Launch online gallery; request physical donation of quilts.
	 • Late April 2026: Announce scholarship winners.
	 • June–Early August 2026: Take the quilt show on the road.
	 • Late August 2026: Set up and launch the online quilt auction.

We will have the assistance of an LWVDC member who set up and successfully ran a similar quilting challenge 
for DC statehood and made a small but significant profit.

Planning meetings will begin in early January. We are looking for volunteers. Any level of help is greatly appreci-
ated. Barbara Garlock, the LWVDC member, said the work was not burdensome. Please contact Hannah Burling 
(hannahburling@gmail.com) if you are willing to help, quilt, know quilters or have any interest. Thank you.

Voter Services Report
By Edwina Jaramillo, Acting Voter Services Director

The state Voter Services Committee met for its final monthly meeting on November 17, 2025 to debrief on the 
2025 election cycle.  Six reports were produced – one each from the four local Leagues, another from our contrac-
tor, Mark Coomes, and from the Acting Voter Services LWVNM Chair, Edwina Jaramillo.  The debrief reports 
will be compiled to produce recommendations to the LWVNM Board at their January meeting so they can make 
an informed decision regarding Vote411 for the 2026 election.  Additionally, plans are to provide a compiled re-
port to LWVUS of front-end and back-end Vote411 issues the Committee encountered.  

I want to enthusiastically and gratefully thank the local League Voter Services representatives who make up the 
LWVNM Voter Services Committee and who made the production of the 2025 Voter Guides a success.  Since we 
were without a state Voter Services Chair, the local Leagues stepped up and took on additional “adopted” counties 
on top of their traditional counties, i.e., they increased their race and candidate workload.  Their willingness to 
take on additional work is a testament to their commitment to inform the public about our candidates.

State-wide response rates for each of the local Leagues and for the LWVNM were produced by Tom Swiler of 

mailto:hannahburling@gmail.com
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LWVCNM from the data in Vote411.  Despite the countless hours devoted to outreach, candidate response rate is 
generally low for municipal elections, and that was again borne out this year.  The overall response rates by local 
League for traditional counties were: 100% (for 18 candidates in Los Alamos County); 92% (for 39 candidates 
in Santa Fe County); 48% (for 200 candidates in the four LWVCNM counties); and, 20% (for 186 candidates in 
the four LWVSNM counties).  Our two most populous counties, Bernalillo and Doña Ana, had response rates 
of 79% and 40%, respectively.  

The overall response rate for “adopted” counties ranged from 7% to 27% for the four local Leagues.  The re-
sponse rate for the thirteen LWVNM counties not “adopted” by a local League (with 483 candidates) was a 
dismal 7%.  Clearly, much outreach to candidates is needed in NM’s rural counties.

Production of the online and printed Voter Guides is very labor intensive because of the time required for out-
reach to candidate non-responders.  The printed Voter Guides require additional time to download the candidate 
responses and are very costly to produce.  It is important that our members understand that it is a significant 
commitment of time and resources, but in line with the League’s mission and commitment to democracy and 
greatly appreciated by the voters. 

This next year will be a consequential election, so I make a plea to our membership to give of your time and re-
sources to help your local League produce a Voter Guide that has a near 100% candidate response rate.  Outreach 
calls to non-responding candidates with provided scripts is one of the most helpful contributions you can make 
to the effort.  Additionally, please help our Communication Committee by “following” and sharing LWVNM 
Facebook and Instagram posts that encourage candidates to respond, for GOTV, and informing voters about the 
Vote411 Voter Guide. 

The Impact of Mass Deportation on Migrant and Refugee Women and 
Children
By Edwina Jaramillo 

Liz Rodriguez-Johnson and I attended the October 15th LWVUS Immigration Discussion Group
Webinar titled, “The Impact of Mass Deportation on Migrant and Refugee Women and Children.”  

There were two speakers: Wendy Young, President of KIND (Kids in Need of Defense) and Karen Musalo, Pro-
fessor of Law at the University of California, San Francisco and Founding Director of the Center for Gender and 
Refugee Studies.  KIND’s goal is to ensure that no child appears in immigration court without high quality legal 
representation.  Professor Musalo is recognized for her innovative work on refugee issues.  The moderator was 
Susan Martin, Herzberg Professor Emerita of International Migration, Georgetown University, and is currently 
the President of the LWV San Juan Islands in Washington state. 
 
The meeting began with the introduction of Susan Martin by Jane Andrews, President of the LWV San Diego, 
who is on the leadership team of the LWVUS Immigration Discussion Group.  Martin was the former Director of 
the Georgetown Institute of Migration and the former US Commissioner on Immigration Reform.  She noted that 
the Washington League has adopted a position on Welcoming Immigrants to Washington State.  LWV San Juan, 
which led the study, will seek concurrence of the position from the membership at the next LWVUS convention.  
KIND was founded in 2008 by Brad Smith of Microsoft and Angelina Jolie, who was the Goodwill Ambassador 
to the United Nations.  KIND has since developed partnerships with 1,000 law firms to provide legal represen-
tation to children in court nationwide. 

Professor Musalo stated that historically there was resistance to women’s rights and court cases had to be char-
acterized as human rights.  The Center for Refugee and Gender Studies has two main objectives: 1) impact indi-
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vidual cases, and 2) shape the development of law and policy nationally.  The Center currently has about 30 staff 
who train attorneys and produce legal advice for them.

Ms. Young’s response to a question about the biggest challenges to preserving women’s rights in the current envi-
ronment was that the current administration has caused an “extraordinary wrecking ball in the US and the states.”  
The current administration is hostile to unaccompanied children and has made no accommodation for them.  They 
have attempted to eliminate federal funding for their legal representation, are fast-tracking adjudication cases, are 
deporting hundreds to Guatemala, Honduras, etc., and are charging children $5000 to cross the border (Operation 
Freaky Friday), etc. 
 
Professor Musalo stated there is an unprecedented unwillingness to protect refugees, making them more vulnera-
ble.  The 1980 Refugee Act obligates the protection of those fleeing persecution and the US Refugee Program had 
been accepting approximately 100,000 refugees/year, but under the current administration the Program has been 
suspended except for white Afrikaners.  The Special Juvenile (S1J) visas that provided protection to children has 
been done away with under the current administration.

The administration closed the Southern border even though the Refugee Act allows the US to accept asylum cas-
es.  It is also creating binding precedent unless the courts intervene.  The Center is identifying cases to challenge, 
and is partnering with other organizations to fight larger policies. 
 
Through the hour-long question and answer session, the speakers provided an overview of the legal and psy-
chological impact of current immigration policies on women and children.  Instead of providing legal services, 
mental and financial support to help refugees integrate and thrive, the current policies are leaving them more 
traumatized.  Even service providers, including attorneys, suffer secondary trauma when refugees relate their 
experiences of rape, gang violence and other ordeals.  The LWV is encouraged to defend against misinformation.  
Ms. Young stated they are seeking doctors, mental health professionals, law enforcement, etc. – a diversity of 
voices to decry the harshness of ICE policies, and they demand an immigration system that follows the rule of 
law while at the same time supports and assists refugees.

The link to the webinar recording is at: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ZL2TquW03oC0TqNEfOJYVaFsk-AHKNR1W8qF0atB76Ykno-
PlnoFY-e6Xbwz9viUx.Sd95DMETO7NRuuyl (Passcode: &LO4UP*?).  

For information about LWVUS Immigration Discussion Group:  lwvusimmigrationgroup@gmail.com.

LWVNM Convention Minutes

The minutes for the 2025 LWVNM Convention were approved by the state board at the September 20 meeting 
and posted on the website at https://lwvnm.org/BDocs/Minutes/2025/Convention-20250426.php

Nuclear Issues Report
By Karen M. Douglas, Nuclear Issues Chair

Spent Nuclear Fuel Storage and Reprocessing
In 2023 the US DOE Collaboration Council initiated Consent Based Siting efforts to seek communities willing 
to host a Federally owned and operated Consolidated Interim Storage Facility (CISF) for Spent Nuclear Fuel

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ZL2TquW03oC0TqNEfOJYVaFsk-AHKNR1W8qF0atB76YknoPlnoFY-e6Xbwz9viUx.Sd95DMETO7NRuuyl
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ZL2TquW03oC0TqNEfOJYVaFsk-AHKNR1W8qF0atB76YknoPlnoFY-e6Xbwz9viUx.Sd95DMETO7NRuuyl
mailto:lwvusimmigrationgroup@gmail.com
https://lwvnm.org/BDocs/Minutes/2025/Convention-20250426.php
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(SNF, aka Used Nuclear Fuel, UNF).  LWVNM Nuclear Issues Chair Karen Douglas was invited to participate 
in the hybrid Collaboration Council meetings in 2024 and November, 2025 to discuss progress with interested 
communities and plan future initiatives.

There has been widespread interest in the federal and commercial nuclear communities in reconsidering repro-
cessing UNF domestically.  Earlier reprocessing efforts were abandoned in the 1980s during the Carter Adminis-
tration due to concerns about plutonium diversion to nuclear weapons applications.  Japan, South Korea, China, 
France, Russia, and the United States are all now considering building reprocessing facilities.

The November Collaboration Council meeting discussed federal cleanup agreements and the expansion of scope 
to include reprocessing UNF.  Key participants included representatives from organizations including the League 
of Women Voters, Native Nuclear, and the Health Physics Society.  Marla Morales from the Department of Energy 
provided updates on the Consolidated Storage Facility (CSF) and reprocessing with potential co-located nuclear 
facilities.  The discussion highlighted the importance of proper licensing and community acceptance for nuclear 
projects, with a focus on the economic and environmental benefits of consolidated storage.  Collaboration Council 
participants would discuss technical details with interested communities and benefits in tax revenue, jobs, and 
emergency preparedness, balancing these with risks and concerns.

Morales discussed the relationship between the DOE’s role in the consolidated storage facility and any potential 
reprocessing activities, indicating that sufficient UNF from storage would serve as feedstock to subsequent re-
processing operations.  Co-located reprocessing facilities would be owned and operated by private corporations 
assuming title and ownership of the UNF while in possession and transferring title and ownership of residue back 
to US DOE upon completion.  Morales indicated communities could opt for only storage without the expansion 
to reprocessing UNF.

LWVNM Nuclear Issues Discussion with LWVWI 
Carol Diggelman, LWVWI, who is a Civil Engineering Professor Emerita from Milwaukee School of Engineer-
ing, contacted LWVNM to ask about the 2023-24 LWVNM Nuclear Issues study.  Diggelman requested that 
Douglas give a presentation about the study to OASIS Public Affairs, which took place in October.  Following 
the OASIS address, Douglas agreed speak to the LWVWI Natural Resources Committee in November because 
commercial nuclear power is being evaluated by Wisconsin elected officials.  LWVWI may pursue a 2026 Nuclear 
Issues study and is reviewing the information from our League.  

Wisconsin passed legislation initiating a two-year siting study for new nuclear projects with bipartisan support 
and the approval of the Democratic Governor.  Wisconsin currently has one operating nuclear power plant, Point 
Beach, and one closed but intact plant, Kewaunee, with restart under consideration. 

Nuclear Energy Initiatives in NM
In October the Nuclear Energy Alliance addressed the New Mexico Legislature’s Science, Technology and Tele-
communications Committee at a meeting in Las Cruces.  The scope included advanced reactors.  It also included 
uranium mining, and proposed new uranium mining in the state, provided that tribal groups are properly consult-
ed and that funding, monitoring, and long-term reclamation for legacy mines are part of any deal.  The Alliance 
was founded in July 2025 as a registered 501(C)(6) nonpartisan membership organization “whose purpose is to 
support and advocate the role of nuclear energy in our state’s clean energy transition and unlock and grow the 
economic development potential this baseload clean energy resource represents for our state, including tribal, 
rural and metro communities,” according to its website. (Nuclear Newswire)

Spent Nuclear Fuel Storage in NM
Beyond Nuclear filed a petition October 31, 2025 for a writ of certiorari review of an August 2024 appeals court 
decision rejecting the group’s lawsuit against the licensing of Holtec International’s New Mexico storage facility, 
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Santa Fe County 
Debbie Helper, VP Administration LWVSFC, LWVNM Liaison

Membership 
	 The membership is 125,  averaging about one new member a week (lower than usual at this 		
	 time of year). However, we had a very successful new member event and our membership 		
	 committee has been reaching out to new members such that we have enriched our active membership. 	
	 We found new members to act as our co-treasurer, help with the website, participate in the Observer 	
	 Corp and become active in upcoming events planning as well as the usual interest in voter services. 

Action and Advocacy 
	 The committee continues monthly meetings and attendance at governing body meetings with regular 	
	 feedback on local issues. 

Program
	 Our Community Health Study committee has completed its research and report. We will be reviewing/	
	 approving consensus questions at our Board meeting Tuesday and, once that is complete, we will invite 	
	 members to review background papers and attend the consensus meeting in January.

Events
	 We had successful events around communication and bridging the divide. These were organized by 	
	 a member committee passionate about the need for communication outside divisive silos in order 	
	 to protect our democracy. The first was a training for VRAs, voter services tablers and canvassers 	
	 through a Braver Angels program led by Mary Ellen Gonzales aimed at Depolarizing Ourselves. 		
	 This was followed up by a program of our own design for those same individuals and others as a pi-	
	 lot Civil Discourse Workshop in which we presented a video example of a conversation gone wrong, 	
	 then broke up into small groups to discuss personal examples of conversations gone wrong, with a set 	
	 of tools/mantras to use and guided discussion of how these interactions could have been improved 	
	 upon. Feedback was very positive and the committee is debriefing to improve upon the pilot and widen 	
	 the audience to whom the training is offered. Thirty individuals have participated so far.

	 We also held a Ranked Choice Voting training session for our voter services team and partners at 		
	 NAACP. A representative from Common Cause was the presenter. This was recorded and posted on our 	
	 website.

Local League NewsLocal League News

the HI-STORE CISF.  The Supreme Court found that plaintiffs Texas and Fasken Land and Minerals did not have 
standing as “parties aggrieved” to challenge the NRC license, sending the case back to the 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals to be dismissed.  ISP will not pursue the SW TX CISF and Holtec canceled its agreement with the NM 
Eddy-Lea Energy Alliance, its partner in building the SE NM HI-STORE CISF.   However, Beyond Nuclear 
doubts the finality of the Holtec decision.
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	 We participated in the No Kings Rally with members marching and Board members tabling at the 		
	 Roundhouse. We partnered with Santa Fe Better Together, who organized the march to help get the 		
	 word out. Thousands attended.

	 Invitations went out to our local legislators for our annual Lunch with Our Legislators to be held at La 		
	 Fonda on January 13th.

	 An Immigration Panel discussion planned for December had to be cancelled for lack of specified 			
	 panelists. Groups agreed to participate but did not put forward specific individuals to sit on the panel. 		
	 We will continue to try to put this together as members want to know “what to do.”

Voter Services
	 Kelly Davis and others organized a mayoral candidate forum in mid-September, partnering with the 		
	 Food Depot (held at their warehouse) and The New Mexican (who live-streamed it and record-			 
	 ed it for placement on our website and theirs). All eight candidates eagerly participated and we 			 
	 had SRO (225 attendees with others turned away) attendance with phenomenal audience participation 		
	 with submission pre- and during the forum of too many questions to be answered. There were 2500 		
	 views of the video. This was followed by another well-attended (125 attendees) city councilor 			 
	 forum in late September held at the SF Universalist Unitarian Church, partnering again 				  
	 with The New Mexican for live-streaming and recording. There were 800 views of the video. The 		
	 New Mexican was generous with advertisement for these forums. 

	 Our Election Insert (in English and Spanish) with general election and voter information was pub-		
	 lished 	 in The New Mexican followed by our Voter Guide in early October. Circulation of 	The 			 
	 New Mexican  is 22,000. We purchased 400 additional copies of the Election Insert and 				  
	 1000 extra copies of the VG, which were distributed around the city (libraries, senior citizen 			 
	 centers, food banks, tabling sites and the No Kings rally) and we ran out shortly  before 				  
	 the election. Tabling sites were organized, expanded and well-staffed by Susan Pfeiffer 				  
	 and her team with a wide array of voter information. Tabling sites serviced	486 					   
	 individuals. Seven hundred and fifty additional GOTV flyers were distributed at food banks.

	 We distributed flyers on ranked choice voting approved by the County Clerk at tabling sites and as not-		
	 ed above, posted a video about it on the LWVSFC website. 

	 Anne Culp and the High School Civic Engagement team trained 12 student VRAs who registered 350 		
	 students at six area high schools.
 
	 Our Hotline received 50 calls, of which 47 were answered, regarding mail-in ballots, requests for Voter 		
	 Guides, requests for info on ballot measures, whether a voter in the county can vote in the 			 
	 municipal election (no), where to vote, and who to vote for (! – not answered except to refer 			 
	 to resources for self-education). Vote411 was a great help, although some of the info 				  
	 on ranked choice voting early on was wrong for our municipal and city councilor elections. When		
	 we found the errors, Judy Williams quickly fixed them.
 
	 We are participating in the coalition organized by Open Primaries to get information out on the new 		
	 legislation allowing independents, DTS and other non-major party voters to select a ballot of 			 
	 a major party without having to change their party affiliation. That will be in place for the 2026 			 
	 primaries and some details (as with mail-in ballots) are still to be worked out with 				  
	 the SOS office.
	 Our website was updated regularly with election information and our social media posts went out with 		
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	 scheduled campaigns around the elections, voter information, and the No Kings rally. Our social media 	
	 numbers have continued to gradually climb thanks to Judy Gibbs Robinson’s efforts. 

	 Stephanie Schlanger put together the Voter Guide and Vote411 information and submitted it for pub-	
	 lication as well as posting it on the website.  A new member has offered to help with the website, so we 	
	 may get some new inspiration and help with the huge task of keeping it current. We also 			 
	 had a member agree to help keep our events calendar current.
 
Fundraising Development
	 Thanks to Hannah Burling, Board members and a few others, we had a successful snail-mail fundrais-	
	 ing campaign, likely raising enough to at least cover our frugal operating budget. 

Central New Mexico 
By Starlyn Brown, President 

Local Elections
We covered the Middle Rio Grande Conservation District election.  Turnout was abysmal. The Albuquerque 
Journal published Karen Wentworth’s op-ed titled Can Indifference Kill Democracy? on September 26th.  

We continuously updated our election webpage with links to election information and our PDFs for our four 
counties. We also included links to the other NM local league voter guides.  Our preliminary percentages for 
candidate response rates are Bernalillo - 79.2%, Sandoval - 60%, Torrance - 23.7%. Valencia - 46.5%.

The unofficial turnout percentages by county are available at New Mexico Secretary of State.  In Bernalillo 
County the voter turnout increased by 13% from 2023.  The Albuquerque Mayoral race probably contributed to 
the increase.  Sandoval County voter turnout increased by 2.34%.  Torrance County voter turnout increased by 
4.21%.  Valencia County voter turnout decreased by .94%.

There will be three runoff elections in Albuquerque – Mayor, City Council District 1 and City Council District 
3. Early voting December 1-6, election Day December 9. 

Outreach, Education and Engagement
We conducted two candidate forums, one for the Albuquerque City Mayor and one for the Village of Los Ran-
chos Trustees.  We were the timekeepers for mayoral forums at KOAT and the Albuquerque Journal.

I was interviewed by KOAT about Albuquerque GO bonds with a focus on the APS bond. 

We held Voter Registration and Voter Education events at UNM, UNM Law, UNM Valencia, CNM South Valley 
campus, CNM main campus, New Mexico Asian Family Center, Albuquerque Museum, West Fest, Albuquerque 
High School, La Cueva High School, Del Norte High School, RFK Charter School, Desert Ridge Middle School, 
several Neighborhood events, New Mexico Library Conference, the Naturalization Ceremony, and ZINE fest.

We are scheduled to help the Bernalillo County Clerk at Naturalization Ceremonies for the foreseeable future.  
Since these are judicial ceremonies and not USCIS, we should be fine. We are in still in conversations about 
registering and educating soon to be released or recently incarcerated individuals. 

Membership
Nine new members have joined since September 1.  Since the beginning of July, 103 members have renewed 
using the LWVUS portal.  We have two new lifetime members - Sonia Lersten and Phyllis Frederiksen.

https://www.sos.nm.gov/
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Membership Meetings
Our October 9th educational meeting was “Engaging the Youth Vote: Increasing Youth Voter Engagement in Lo-
cal and Municipal Elections.”  The recording link is LWVCNM Monthly Meeting October 9 2025.  The topic 
for our November meeting was “The Commission on Mental Health and Competency (CMHC) with speaker 
Justice Briana Zamora.  The link for the video is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ee1jzIUSQJM
  
Our Holiday Party is scheduled for Sunday December 14th from 2-4pm.

Southern New Mexico 
By Kathy Brook, Board Liaison

Local Elections - LWVSNM held three forums, one each for the Las Cruces Public School Board, the Las 
Cruces City Council, and the Mesilla Board of Trustees, the latter of which was streamed and the recording was 
posted on the Mesilla website.  In addition, Beth Bardwell, Jo Galván Nash, Edwina Jaramillo, Dale Yeo, Kathe 
Kanim, Rose Jacobs, and Suzanne Kane worked diligently to produce an accurate Voter Guide with responses 
from candidates in English and Spanish (where available).  Thirteen thousand copies of the printed guide were 
distributed in Doña Ana County.  In addition to the usual challenges posed by this project, we had a change in 
staffing for the printer.  Early in the new year we will be discussing how best to serve voters in the 2026 election. 
We are grateful for financial support from AAUW as well as our members.

Other Activities - In October we held a terrific fall social at the home of Liz Rodriguez-Johnson to welcome 
new members, many of whom have quickly become active in our organization’s book club and on the healthcare, 
library, and voter services committees.

A number of our members participated in the No Kings rally in October and enjoyed great weather, protest music, 
and the ingenuity of the community in creating signs for the event.

The Education Committee is following the reactions of New Mexicans during public meetings about the state’s 
draft action plan relating to the Yazzie-Martinez court ruling.

Edwina Jaramillo and Liz Rodriguez-Johnson attended a webinar of the LWVUS Immigration Discussion Group 
on The Impact Of Mass Deportation On Migrant and Refugee Women And Children.

On October 6, the City of Las Cruces voted 5-2 to approve an update of its “welcoming city” resolution.  The 
vote followed almost four hours of comments from the public with the majority speaking in favor.  As part of the 
public comment, Kim Sorensen read a statement of support on behalf of LWVSNM.  Beth Bardwell, Jo Galván 
Nash, and Edwina Jaramillo were instrumental  in preparing the statement.

Thanks to Edwina Jaramillo, Norm Gaume of New Mexico Water Advocates spoke at our November general 
meeting, providing an overview of water issues in our state.

Finally, the book club has read and held lively discussions of More Everything Forever: AI Overlords, Space 
Empires, and Silicon Valley’s Crusade to Control the Fate of Humanity by Adam Becker and Careless People: A 
Cautionary Tale of Power, Greed, and Lost Idealism by Sarah Wynn-Williams.  At this point we are welcoming 
a break from exploring the perils of modern technology.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OV5x-HBjlG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ee1jzIUSQJM
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Los Alamos
By Barbara Calef, Board Member

Every candidate in the 2025 Local Election responded to the questions from our enthusiastic voter services team.  
The 8-page LWVLA Voter Guide was delivered by mail on October 2 to every residence and business in the coun-
ty as an enclosure in the Los Alamos Daily Post.  Copies were also available at the libraries and all the polling 
places.  

On October 6 we held a candidate forum in the gym of one of the two brand new elementary schools in White 
Rock.  It was attended by more than 50 people in person and more online.  The format was hybrid because some 
of the school board candidates were out of town.  
Most of the County could vote only for UNM-LA Advisory Board members, but 26.30% of eligible voters, or 
4,228, cast ballots in the election.

In October a local resident wrote to our two newspapers ask-
ing the League to explain why we object to requiring pho-
to ID to vote.  The League published our response, LWV’s 
Stance on Voter Photo ID Laws,” and LWVLA President 
Felicia Orth wrote “A Victory in Court” in our November 
Update, celebrating the defeat in court of the Executive Or-
der calling on the Election Assistance Commission to require 
that voters provide proof, recording, and verification of cit-
izenship.  

At Lunch with a Leader last month, Danielle Prokop, many 
of whose articles are published in Source New Mexico, re-
turned to her home town to talk about the current state of 
journalism.  She decried the “shuttering” of local newspa-

pers, the loss of job opportunities for journalists, and the 
stressfulness of the job for those still working.  That same 
month the Los Alamos Reporter began to publish our Observ-

er Corps reports of County Council meetings.

In November the League held our annual membership party with food and beverages provided by the board.  It 
was a cheerful gathering attended by members new and old.

On November 14 a group of League members joined Felicia Orth’s relatives and colleagues on the Rotunda at 
the Roundhouse to witness her receipt of the award of Public Lawyer of the Year.  The program was inspiring.  
Lieutenant Governor Howie Morales drove up from Silver City for the occasion since Governor Lujan Grisham 
was out of the country, attending COP 30.  Aja Brooks, the President of the State Bar of New Mexico, also spoke.

The following week Dena Moscola, the Executive Director of the Española Pathways Shelter, spoke at Lunch 
with a Leader about the achievements of the shelter.  It was founded in 2020 and, in FY 2025, served over 1,000 
people, 85% of whom were local residents.  The shelter provided over 28,000 meals, helped 58 people into drug 
treatment, and assisted 20 to find permanent housing.  

Dr. Tyler Taylor reported on the progress of the Interfaith Coalition on Homelessness (ICOH), which was founded 
sixteen months ago to help the homeless in Española.   

League members celebrate with Felicia.  From left: LWVNM Pres-
ident Hannah Burling, Felicia, Barbara Calef, Cecile Hemez, Jody 
Benson, Lynn Jones, Becky Shankland, Elizabeth Allen.  Photo by 
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League of Women Voters of NM
6739 Academy Rd. NE,  Suite 124
Albuquerque, NM  87109-3352

Please consider helping your local League or LWVNM to pay for our  voter guides 
and candidate forums. You can send a tax-deductible gift by check to your local 
League or to LWVNM. See www.lwvnm.org for more information and links to our 
local Leagues. Thank you for making democracy work!

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that helps the public play an 
informed and active role in government. At the local, state, regional and national levels, the League 
works to influence public policy through education and advocacy. Anyone 16 years of age or older, 
male or female, may become a member. The League of Women Voters never endorses candidates 
for office or supports political parties.

http://www.lwvnm.org

